Ethics Checklist for Undergraduate and Postgraduate Taught Students.

All Undergraduate and Postgraduate Taught students intending to undertake a project or research must complete this checklist.

The checklist will help you identify whether your project or research requires a formal application for ethical approval from the University before it can go ahead.

Before completing this Checklist, please review the Code of Ethics for Undergraduate and Postgraduate Students guidance on planning a project (Sections 1-3.)

You must discuss and complete the Checklist with your Unit Leader or Course Leader. They will advise on whether your project or research will require an application to the ethical approval panel. They will also note any health and safety or risk assessment requirements in relation to your course.

If your project or research, or an aspect of it, requires ethical approval, you will be in breach of academic integrity regulations if you begin any element requiring ethical approval before this has been obtained from the relevant University ethics approval panel.

	Checklist item number
	Checklist item
	Response Yes
	Response No

	1. 
	Is your project library based, and/ or confined to the analysis or scrutiny of publicly available documents and does not involve the direct observation of, or involvement with, human or animal subjects?

If you answered Yes, projects falling within these parameters are unlikely to need formal ethical approval.

	Yes
	No

	2a.
	Does your project involve human participants?


If you answered Yes, you should complete the ethical approval process*

*this will not apply to normal photography or film shoots with models and actors unless ticking yes to the questions below.

	Yes
	No

	2b.
	Does your project involve the use of animals?

If you answered Yes, you should complete the ethical approval process.

	Yes
	No

	3. 
	Does your project involve participants who are unable to give informed consent? 

Participants who may be unable to give informed consent include vulnerable groups such as those listed in Section 3.3 of the Code of Ethics.

If you answered Yes, you should complete the ethical approval process.

	Yes
	No

	4.
	Does your project involves sensitive topics?

Such as: sexual behaviour, illegal behaviour, radical or extremist political behaviour, experience of violence, abuse, exploitation and / or other racist or sexist behaviour, mental health, physical health and treatment.

Consider if your project has the potential to trigger stress in direct / indirect participants (e.g., interviewees / audiences). Or will your project involve simulated stressors to actors/models? Have you discussed this with your Tutor / Unit Leader / Course Leader?

If you answered Yes, you should complete the ethical approval process.

	Yes
	No

	5.
	Does your project involve deception or disguise or will be conducted without participants’ full and informed consent at the time of the study?

If you answered Yes, you should complete the ethical approval process.

	Yes
	No

	6. 
	Does your project involve access to records of personal or confidential information concerning identifiable individuals?

If you answered Yes, you should complete the ethical approval process.

	Yes
	No

	7.
	Will your project induce, or have the potential to induce, psychological or physical stress, anxiety, pain or humiliation?

Consider if your project has the potential to induce such stress in direct / indirect participants (e.g., interviewees / audiences). Or will your project involve simulated stressors to actors/models. Have you discussed this with your Tutor / Unit Leader / Course Leader?

If you answered Yes, you should complete the ethical approval process.
 
	Yes
	No

	8. 
	Does your project involve, or have the potential to involve, intrusive interventions that participants would not normally encounter, or which may cause them to reveal information that could cause concern in the course of their everyday life? 

Such as: vigorous physical exercise. 

If you answered Yes, you should complete the ethical approval process.

	Yes
	No

	9. 
	Will your study involve NHS patients or staff?

If you answered Yes, you should complete the ethical approval process.

	Yes
	No



If you have answered Yes to any of the questions in the Checklist requiring completion of the ethical approval process you should refer to the Code of Ethics for Undergraduate and Postgraduate Students Timeframe (Section 5) and Application Process (Section 6). You can also use Resources (Section 7) to find information to support your application.

